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In April of the following year Messieurs Morveau and Bertrand
ascended to 13,000 ft., "where they enjoyed one of the most sublime
and magnificent prospects that the imagination could conceive. The
mass of clouds that floated in silent disorder through the regions below
them, presented the appearance of a serene and boundless ocean, while
a beautiful parhelion of concentric circles, that began to form as the
sun went down, heightened the grandeur of the scene."
FIRST  WOMAN  TO  FLY
The first woman to make an ascent was a Madame Thible, who,
on June 4, 1784, ascended from Lyon in the presence of King Gustave
of Sweden. She was accompanied by a man named Flerand. The
balloon remained in the air for forty-five minutes and covered a distance
of two miles.
The first English aeronaut was James Sadler (1751-1828) who, in
February, 1784, sent up a passenger-less Montgolfier balloon at Oxford.
On October 4 of the same year he himself made an ascent from Oxford
in a Montgolfiere. He remained in the air for half an hour and
descended six miles from his starting point, between Islip and Wood
Eaton.
In 1812, when he was sixty-one years of age, Sadler made a
courageous attempt to cross the Irish Sea in a balloon which had a
diameter of fifty-five feet. He set out from Dublin shortly after midday
and succeeded in reaching a point over Anglesey, off the Welsh coast,
about five o'clock the same day. But just when success seemed within
his grasp the direction of the wind changed, and he was driven out to
sea again. He then released a quantity of gas and came down on the
water in the hope of being picked up by a passing ship. When his
strength was almost exhausted he was rescued by a fishing boat forty
miles north of Great Orme's Head.
In 1817, James Sadler's son William (1796-1824) achieved the feat
his father had attempted in vain. He landed near Holyhead six hours
after leaving Dublin, and the next day he repeated the voyage in the
opposite direction.
ENGLISH CHANNEL  CROSSED  BY  AIR
The English Channel was crossed by air for the first time on
January 7,1785, by Jean-Pierre F. Blanchard (1753-1809), a Frenchman,
a$d Dr. Jefferies, an American physician. This flight is doubly
* morjorable, in that it was also the first ever made across the sea.  It
wil financed by Jefferies, who paid ^700 for general expenses and ^100
;as Ait price pf his seat in the balloon, which was navigated by
Blanchard, ;jf
,    The baBopn was the same one in which Blanchard had made several
^fights in 1784. Twenty-seven feet in diameter, it had a boat-shaped
g^adola suspended from it. It rose from Dover at one o'clock in the
afternoon ami descended near Calais three hours later.